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Oil on Canvas, 30x48in
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Safft Breege

Ol on Canvaz, 24x16in
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Erening Ceold
Chl on Canwvas, 28%36in
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Conamara Tapestry
Mixed AMedia, 14x21m
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Cotonrs of Presesoe
Oil on Canvas, 24x36in
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Silence

Onil on Canvas, 24x36in



Kemnetle pictored ow biv beloved Bolimaboy Bog

Kenneth Webb Portach

W hemerer I ane Youbew over” by a theme, 1 seemr fo bave fo start aff over
apeint anel dnwrent mey eum poctarial stewetare ™, Kenneth Webb has been
‘taken over” by many different themes dunng lus long career —
the Forest of Dean, County Down harbours amd Garmbonses,
seaweed, poppies, water lilies, thorn bushes, and in recent years,
the bog near his studio in Ballimboy in Connemara.

He was born in London and grew up in Gloscester on the Welsh
border. He became a leciurer in the Belfast College of Asr, and
was Head ol Painting there from 1953 1o 1960, He resigned tha
post and set up his own lrish School of Landscape painting, It
was based in Ballywalter, Co. Down but e teavelled it to various
interesting locations around the coast.. the Glens of Antnm,
Carrigart, Clifdden, Kinsale, Cork ciry, Rosshire, Dublin ete. The
school beeame very suceessiul, and today it is run by Kennetlrs
daughtee, Susan, an accomplished agtist in her own right.

His visits to Clitden resulted in Connemara increasingly
exercising an ieresistible magoetizm over him, He was geadually
bewitehed and sedivced by the raw immediacy, the wikl primitive
bogscapes, the moving dmu!u.ﬂm and clmugmg light, the
monntains, lakes and rogped constline, He bouglit a very old
derelict cottage and converted it inte a studio. The wild garden
with it was a combination of bog and rock and self~seeded
wikdilowers which he kept and carefully cultivated.

His leng walks through the bog ereated in him a new awareness
of the miances of colour and vaniety of flom. He became more
andl more imtrigued by the deh apestey of the bog, the nrf
banks, abandoned and Hooded workings, little kkes, the
reflection of cloud and skies, the bog in moonlight, the
miseellaneous plant forms at the water’s edge. The terrain arcund
his studio became the inspiration for his painting. His sange of
interests gradually narroweed so that his work increasingly
focussed on this small ares of Connemarm. For him, it is imboed
with a certain spirit which be finds totally entrancing, The huge
stillness of Conneniara, and the silence that is there as well is (or
hin a small taste of eteenity, His spiritual home pliysically is
there. He guards his artistic isolation fiercely; he loves thar place
anel has almost the hermit ability to endure there because no tvo
days are ever the same for him,

As the poet John O'Donchue said Sday of you wibe bare vonked i
the f}qg il deavenr thadt 51 di g'r.\.w?ﬁﬁf{.ﬁ' alive. It cowore qar rlf of £ e, det
ihe bog is a very nndercover kind of ferrilory. It docon't Jed on ai afl, afl the
life that éx simusering beneatl i, and ot fresd fife, buet wmenvory as well, and
bistory. I¢ is pavt of the fectimomy of Kenneth’s work that be i able to
exrente Ml sabile barvet of memory and cofoar, and prodce sl
deaaitifid work, Mast of e wle po te Connenvara woild be pat wnvdler
derriile strain i we bad to mwg':f& evidenee for fhe oolonr fhat Sis artist seer
there, The ald plhrase *Beanty ix in the eyes of the Bebolder” is alwwys
taken as a Fotally subfective thing, Dot [ don¥ Hhind it e T think ot is really
odyective, i the eye that foofks ir beantifd, them somebow Doty actwally
comves foiviaralr £

One of the lonelinesses of the artist is in 2 sense, the 'I1.|li|.']l!||:'|'||!'5'§
ol the vision, When you look at the unmistakable |:u|.tls:::|.prs af
Kenneth Webb, vou can really feel you are in the |1H"‘~|."I:|C{‘ of
truee oeiginality, One is reminded of that phease of William Blake
which is “Colours are the Wounds of Light™.

Sim]:rl}' entitled “Portach” or “Bog”, this series of inages in oils
and mixed media capture many moments of epiphany, moments
that ave recorded by his quality of anention and alertness, and
his skill and craft as an artist.
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The Giraee of Witer
Ol on Canvas, 20xidin
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