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The time was spent totally immersed in the stunning architecture, culture
and lifestyle of Italy, “1was never out of the churches and some of the best art
wars 10 be found tucked away in the back streets,” she says. "For me, the best
part was discovering spedial places and sites that | felt no ane efse knew about
The kght and climate were unbeatable too.”

Consequently, the Italian artist Caravaggio is Rosie's favourite painter and to
be surrounded by his work was sheer bliss. Known for the development of
ciaroscure” (the ltalian term for light and dark tones), his skill can be seen to
have a dramatic influence on the work of this Belfast artist

However, Rosie i5 keen 10 point out that she is not concerned with
monatone light and dark as colour and personal issues have been developed
to play a pivotal role, "Y'know, its funny,” she quips. “When | was away al
| did was think and paint about home and my life here.”

And although Rosie i not keen to reveal any meaning behind the

paintings, she does suggest that "home” is a predominant theme
Ceoncerned with her environment, much time and research has been spent
investigating what it means to be Northern or Southern Irish. Without
touching on any political standpoint, the main concern is ane of percaption
“Tne rest of the world sees these clichéd images of Ireland and not what it's
reclly kke,” she comments: Elaborating, she adds, *But I'm not being
pessimistic; I'm looking for a realistic representation.”
And,.it seems, this representation and sensa of reality is to be found in her
work, Again, these trains of thought are of course personal to Rosie and she
emphatically insists that viewers can make up their own minds as to what a
particular painting ‘means’. “H you create an expectation about a painting,
then there’s bound Lo be someons who doesn’t agree, " she explains. I like
1o let the work stand on its ewn " What do you think?

For further informarian,
telephone Belfast 01232 243145,

Ireiand’s Homes Interiors aad Liing, togethes with Rosia McGurran, are offeing one reader
the chance to win an ofiginal painfing worth £500

HOW TO ENTER

Angwer the following Guestio

1. In which city did Rosse Mc

2. Narme the Belfast studia in which Re

3, Mame her Favourite and most influential italian arist

Place the answers, together with your name, acdress and telephone number on the back of
a postcard and send it to: October Artist competition, Ireland’s Homes Interiors and Lving
magazire, PO Box 42, Bangor, Co, Down, BT19 7AD. Entries 10 be recened ro later than
Friday 22nd October 1999

Ore entry per househald. Judge’s decision is final. No cash afternative.




