‘New Work'’ for

osie McGurran

HE Connemara landscape has played a

pivotal role in the career of Belfasi-born

artist Hosie McGurran, Fler move from
the Ormeau Road 1o the Galway village of
Roundstone in 2000 inspired richly-coloured
portravals of a beautiful, vet isolated shoreline,
and the opening of her own successful gallery.
Back home for her lacest exhibition. "New
Work', ar the Cavehill Gallery, this is Rosie's
first exhibition 1o focus solely on scenes from
Connemara. Since graduating in Fine Arr from
the University of Ulster in 1992, Rosic has
made I11.1-r|1l inraads inea |'n'ul|'||i||t'1 one of
[reland's most important artises. The recipient
af many awards and t:-um::ri{-t, iuclluling The
Victor Treacy Award, The Mills Selig Award,
and The Dialer Rowney painting prize, she has
exhibived across [reland and Europe, most
JL'u_'ll!L_\' in 1.-],1.-.%.-“".\ |"||1\.'_\|||‘|,1”: |1u1|:~l:. .1r|-|J the
Unired States’ Indiana Universicy,

Wiy i different about "New Work'?

It's all based on Connemara hnds;_;;.pc.s. We had
two months of unbroken sunshine at the time
and a lot of colours in the paintings reflect this.
Some are more extreme, though, very moody
and !-ll'ii“!,;n.]}' lit, A Few yars ago my wark was
mastly figurative, butr work for this exhibition is
also parvative, it tells a story. One is simply
called 'Dunne’s Bag'. | was out sketching the
road Into Clifton near Roundsvone, and an old
man, who had been our shopping rode past me
with his Dunne’s Bag - little does be know that
Ie made it into the exhibition.

New Work' seents to bave lefi belrindd the
apron-clad, pig-tailed givl who featured so
Srron gf)- in the JrrHJ-’.l‘:.'g'rJ'J."M' aof your ather
patintings. Who did she represent for you?

My earlier work had a very strong
autobiographical narrative. It was largely about
what was going on with me ar the nme. Now
i's more from withour than within. | am
growing up more and it's all shout taking
responsibility - I'm carching myself on!
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H.'m' Jf.'f.?g oare I}l\.r.'.l.l pf-’.rrrn r-J.lj‘r fa _H'u:].' J:r.r
Rowndseone?

1 couldn't really say at this stage: 1 originally
came down for a week and 1'm sull here five
and a half vears Lier!

Wt smipiace has the move to Galway fd

on yeur developmens as an artise?

It's meved me onwo a different level as an arst,
It's a lot to do with the lifestyle and rhe daily
access o besuriful surroundings,

Before, | was floating along, but the move

gave me a serategy and the confidence o do
something with my work.

Wkt das freen the most defining moment
J'::_wrm' raveer o Gt

The time | spent in Rome back in 1997 was an
amazing expericnce. | had been awarded the
Arts Council of Northemn Ireland Fellowship
tor the British Schoal our there.

Also, looking back on it, the exhibitons

ar the Temple Bar Gallery in 1999 amd the

Old Museum Arns Centre in 2000,

Fou futve won sany awrds over the years.
Which one means the most to you?

Ihe Victor Treacy Award back in 1997, T was
definitely the ousider so 11 wis 2 nice surprise.
Also, | was thrilled to be elected as an Associate
member of the Royal Ulster Academy in 2002,

]1. RS O rk.'.!“:l’ I1ll|_1|d I1HI]I!IIF.

Wt ave o :.rlnrs!':'sgg o

at the momen?

My miost recent commission is from the Ares
Council of Ireland, I'm waorking on a book
with the Gabway writer Ursula Rani Sarma. It's
a tribute to the nearby island of Inishlacken.

¥aet recen f.lry wrked an anather tribute

ta the wone wninhabited fnidldacken Tdand
What fore did that take?

I'm so proud of what we have achieved and
what we have pur rogether so far,

‘Beloved” is a 20f by #ft mural, a depiction

of the entire landscape of Inishlacken.

||1'| al ‘rihl]li: L] II'II,: i'|||||'|l| ||'|'|\I l'h'.' |I'|]IT|'LLF '“ !'I,'l.\l
on me and Belfast artist Gerand Dillon, though
there are 50 years sepanning us.

| was invited 1o show it in the University of
Calway and the University decided o buy ir,
their biggest ever spend on art

Howr fueportan fs it for you to paveicipate in
edwcarional projects?

Ihey matter a grear deal. | was a communiry
arrise theoughout the 1990s all over Belfast,
and an areist in residence ar the North

and West Belfast Truse,

| am still involved in adult education and do a
lot of waching in Connemara,

Wihere is the most wnssual place vou

It rravelled to as an areise?

Reykjavik was a pretry interesting expericnce -
very different, They have a very strong sense of
themselves and their rraditions, There is a real
sense of 'leelandishness” in their work.

Where are you off 10 ne
I'll be warking in my gallery in Roundstone
over the summer season and then on the Creel
island of Skopelos m work at their Centre of
ﬂri:\._ | .'ll.lifl I'I.'l'.'t: a rl"‘.-ll‘li‘ni:ﬁ' (1) Hillldjnnuu in
MNew South Wales, Australia during weber.

Dy you have advice for any soruggling

yorag @rtists ont there?

It's a tough profession, but every profession 15
reiigh nowadays. It has to mean everything o
you, During any economic crisis the frse
people to suffer are the arists, theugh in many
ways it s & grear environment now for artists in
Ireland. Tr can be difficulr to ger your name
about at the start of your career bur thankfully
| have been able o keep mysclf in work.
Running the gallery here in Roundseone can be
]1.111.1 W;:l:l'.:r{ .1!!1! lhr.'n;' i\ alle |'| a '\-I||;,1|| w'i||Lin:1\.\.' Uf‘
apportunity in the summer - 90 per cene of
peaple walk in off the streets and don't know a
thing about you, | don't compromise my style,
thaugh, 1 have just been lucky thar people

happen o like it

For more nformation on Rosie's

work contact the Northern Star Gallery
& Swdio, Reundsione, Co. Galway.
Tel: 00 353 95 35076




